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THE  BOOK OF POPULAR SCIENCE

SIR  GEORGE DARWIN

He published, in 1901, an admirable popu-
lar work on tides and their effects in the
solar system. His " Collected Scientific
Papers" were published in 1907 to 1911.
Sir George Darwin was President of the
Royal Astronomical Society and of the
British Association. He died at Cam-
bridge on December 7, 1912.

JEAN BAPTISTE JOSEPH DELAMBRE
Historian of Astronomy and Author of the Tables of Uranus

JEAN BAPTISTS JOSEPH DE-
"J LAMBRE, French astronomer, was
born at Amiens on the igth of December,
1749. He studied first under the Abbe
Delille, and afterwards in Paris, where
he took a scholarship at the College of
Plessis. Poverty obliged him to turn
tutor, and while acting in this capacity
to the son of the receiver-general of finances
he attended the lectures of Lalande, who
influenced Delambre's employer to build
an observatory for him at his own resi-
dence. In 1790 he worked out the tables
of Uranus and gained for his calculations
the annual prize of the Academy, of which
body he was elected a member two years
later.

Soon after Delambre commenced the
construction of new solar tables, and at a
still later period tables of the motions of
Jupiter and Saturn. Along with Mechain
he was appointed by the French govern-
ment to measure the arc of the meridian
extending from Dunkirk to Barcelona, and
published a detailed account of his meas-
urements in "Base du systemc metrique"
(3 vols., 1806, 1807, 1810), for which he
received the decennial prize of the Insti-
tute. In 1807 Lalande died, and Delambre
was appointed to the vacant chair of as-
tronomy at the College de France; and
treasurer to the imperial university until
it was suppressed in 1815.

Delambre received many honors during
his lifetime: he was member of most of
the learned bodies of Europe and an of-
ficer of the Legion of Honor. His last
years were occupied in studies in the his-
tory of science, in which he published
"Histoire dc I'astronomic ancienne" (2 vols.,
1817) ; "Histoire de I'astronomie au moyen
dgc" (1819); " Histoire de Vastronomie mo-
derne" (2 vols., 1821);"Histoircdel''astrono-
mie au dix-huiti&ne siecle" (1823-27). He
wrote besides : " Tables ecliptiques des sa-
tellites de Jupiter", " M 6th odes analytiques
pour la determinationd'un arcdumeridien",
" Tables de soldi", "Astronomie tJieorique et
pratique" etc. Besides these he wrote a
number of excellent memoirs.

Delambre died at Paris on the igth of
August, 1822.

JOHANN FRANZ ENCKE
A Calculator of Planetary Orbits

TOHANN FRANZ ENCKE was born
^ on September 23, 1791 at Hamburg,
Germany, where his father was a clergyman.
He early specialized in mathematics and
studied at Gottingen, under Gauss. In
1813 his studies were interrupted by the
call for men to serve with the Hanseatic
Legion in the war. Encke at once en-
rolled, and served at the front, becoming
a lieutenant. When peace was declared
he returned to Gauss and astronomy, but
Napoleon's escape in 1815 called all back
to the colors, and he proceeded to Berlin.
Here he met Bode, who remained his
friend all his life.